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1. How long have you been at Maxwell? I have been with the Maxwell School for sixteen years.
2. How do you use technology in your research and/or teaching? 
I participated in the Early Adopter program in the mid-1990s. Since then I have been working to improve my technological skills and apply what I have learned in my classroom teaching. I have made use of an on-line syllabus in all of my classes--a syllabus that I constantly update during the semester. The syllabus consists not only of dates and lists of assigned readings, but it also contains hyperlinks to the readings so that students can download most of the material that they need in the course. I also make extensive use of Blackboard, which enables me to supply reading and movies to class members only. Here are links to the syllabus for Comparative Foreign Policy and Qualitative Skills in IR: 

http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/PSC783/syllabus.htmhttp://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/irp605/syllabus.htm

I also use the Web for displaying the results of classroom presentations. For example, my students in Comparative Foreign Policy did a role-playing exercise where they worked as “consultants” for various governments and international organizations. The White Papers and PowerPoint presentations my students produced in the fall 2009 semester, as well as videos of their actual presentations in the Global Collaboratory, are linked to this Web page:

http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/PSC783/Groups_Fall_2009.htm

For this class I have experimented with Facebook. I created a Facebook page for the course and encouraged the students to become fans and take ownership by posting links, pictures, movies, and engaging in discussions. It appears, however, that students are not yet ready for this, since very few took me up on the offer.

http://www.facebook.com/pages/PSC-783-Comparative-Foreign-Policy-Bonham/125923777216

I also use my course Web sites to make assignments and provide students with original material to help them complete these assignments. The results of some of the assignments, such as role-playing that they do in class, are posted on the site. For example, the students in Qualitative Skills ran focus groups, which I recorded in HD video and posted on the site:

http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/irp605/assignments.htm

The introduction of Flip video cameras, which are the size of a mobile phone and produce great HD video, has made it possible for anyone to create and upload high quality video to YouTube, Vimeo, and other easily accessible hosts. I have also used technology to provide a source of information about the annual IR Capstone experience. The course site contains a record of the capstone, including pictures and a full-length streamed video of each simulation exercise: 

http://classes.maxwell.syr.edu/IRCapstone/

3. What new technology are you interested in using either in your teaching or for your personal use? I am now experimenting with Macs and iPhones. I have noticed that almost one-third of our students have Mac computers, and many students have iPhones. I am interested in developing content for iPhones and iPads that can be used in on-line learning and distance education.  I have made a big effort to use technology in my teaching because we are training our students for a future that is increasingly technological. If students know how to use technology effectively, they will have a big advantage in the development of their careers. When someone asks, can anyone do this, I want our former students to reply, “Yes, I learned this at the Maxwell School.”

**The ICT Department extends a big “thank you!” to Professor Bonham for his contribution to our newsletter!”**
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