Best Responses Oct15 Popquiz

Jean de Plessis

Jean de Plessis, Cardinal Richelieu was a strong force in the transition of the philosophical feelings about the “state”. In 1648, this transition occurred three years after the Cardinal’s death. He was a Catholic protégé of the French Queen Maria de Medici. He became Minister of State. He helped lead France during the 30 years war.

He was important because he started the concept of raison d’état or the reason of the state. This advocated supremacy of the state, the survival of the state! It said that military promotion was more important than morals. Reason of the state, deals with a lot of the main ideas of Realism. (AD)

Why the best answer:

· Gives a bit of information about the man, and his political position in France

· Although she doesn’t explain the contradiction in a Catholic head supporting protestant forces against his Holy Roman Empire, she notes his involvement in the War

· Most importantly, she points to his most important contribution – the idea of raison d’état, and attempts to explain what it is.

Count Tilly

Count Tilly was the Commander of the Forces of the Holy Roman Empire. He had a scorched earth policy, which decimated Germany and created the first major war atrocities. He commanded the armies for most of the 30 years war, and had several early victories although through most of the latter states he was defeated. Early in his carreer, he was a mercenary leading Catholic troops. During this time he earned the reputation of a war terrorist. He was one of the originators of “total war” and “total subjugation”. No town in his path was left standing or inhabited (NB if they failed to surrender). His atrocities are (partly) what helped to lead to Westphalia and the end of the war because Europe could not take these roaming ravaging armies any more. (RR)

Why best answer:

· Tells us a bit about the man himself.

· Tells us why he is important in history

· Terrorist-type warfare – the “total war” on civilians as well, not just armies

· Its impact on efforts to realize peace 

