Good answers for quiz on 15 October 2004
1 - Cardinal de Richelieu- He became the Foreign Minister of France during the 

Thirty year's War. As foreign minister he directed and oversaw French foreign 

policy matters and treaties. In many aspects he directed France's purpose in 

the war. He put French national self-interest above all else. He insisted that 

in order to have security, a nation [France] must have a strong military 

force. He was a realist in his time and in a matter of sense, practiced power 

politics. He is often refered to as "the father of modern ststecraft." He set 

the standards in his age for the practice of modern statecraft and statism, to 

hold soveriegnty and state interest above all else. That is the simple reason 

why he is an important person the history of international relations

2. The Kingdom of France was one of the victors of the Thirty year's War. That 

left the HRE worse off than it was before the war. France was the main victor, 

therefore that made France the European hegemon after the war in the mainland. 

France was left the strongest of all its surrounding countries of mainland 

europe. France, as the hegemonic power, dominated the peace treaty discussions 

after the war.

The Holy Roman Empire was dominant prior to the war. However, after the war it 

lost its power as the dominant hegemon, lost territory, and was left off with 

internal political strife. The HRE's time as hegemon was over, and France 

which held self-interest above all else took the crown as the hegemonic power 

of Europe after the war.
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