This claim means that although Westphalia ended the 30 years war, it in turn created a “system of war”. After Westphalia, there were sovereign states whose main goal was to protect their own sovereignty by any means, meaning warfare. International security inevitably leads to warfare. Warfare was now accepted as the natural occurrence which takes place when there are disputes between countries. A state’s “national interest” or need to survive above all other things oftentimes leads to warfare. Although Westphalia ended a war, it created  a system of wars where warfare is accepted, and oftentimes felt mandatory. AD.

By KR’s claim that “although Westphalia can be credited with terminating war what had become the most widespread, large-scale general war in Europe up to that point in history, it did not create an effective process for preserving world order”, they are referring to the numerous flaws in the treaty (treaties?) that failed to failed to prevent future conflict. Although the treaties essentially ended the Pope’s dominion over Europe, and made the states the highest authority, this left no authority to mediate conflict between states. In fact, after Westphalia, France and Spain continued fighting as before. In addition, Westphalia began a trend that continued in the treaties following subsequent wars of simply remapping Europe as if changing boundaries could set up a safeguard against future fighting. Westphalia also marked the beginning of self-help beliefs for statehoods, wich brought the view that morality was secondary to (state) survival, and that it would be difficult to cooperate with allies without knowing the future needs of the state. These developing viewpoints were not aided by an “effective process for preserving world order” in the Treaty of Westphalia, as they probably should have been. AS.

Albrecht von Wallerstein was a catholic convert who headed the Holy Roman Empire’s imperia army. He was important because he led his army in huge battles almost crushing the German Protestant forces. He was fired in 1630 but was quickly rehired because the Empire needed his military genius to defeat the Swedish forces. In 1632 he lost against the Swedish forces which led to widespread thoughts of treason (this was not the first time he was thought to have engaged in treason) and because of this, he was assassinated. 

He was such a good military leader that he was named the Duke of Mecklanburg and Friendland. He was one of the most important military leaders of the 30 years war. MD.

