Question 1


Realists analyze the European Union as an “on-going process of bargaining 

among states.”  What they mean by this description is that the state is the 

most important unitary actor.  To Realists, states will not voluntarily 

submerge or give their power to any other actor.  The reason it is called 

bargaining is because there is a lot of inter-state negotiations.  Through the 

EU, national interests of the member states are reflected.  Realism also sees 

this as domestic negotiations and it is also providing for foreign security.  

In the Realist perspective states are seen as having the option to participate 

or withdraw from this group.  Over time relationships become more complicated 

but most importantly the state will and continue to be the most important 

actor. (A.A.)

Question 2


Liberals often analyze the EU as a “continuing development of 

supranationalism.”  Pluralists define integration between states in a peaceful 

manner that intergovernmental organizations have more power.  In this 

description intergovernmental actors are the most important.  They help 

facilitate actions between states.  Liberals also see this approach as much 

more beneficial to the market.  In this perspective states are slowly giving 

up their power and they do not have the option to withdraw.  These 

intergovernmental organizations are creating policies that reflect interests 

of member states.  Most importantly in this Liberal perspective the state is 

not the most important actor but over time through this perspective the state 

will not exist.  (A.A.)

